
The Carter Center: Lymphatic Filariasis Elimination Program 
 
Overview 
Lymphatic Filariasis (also known as elephantiasis) is a painful mosquito-transmitted disease that 
leads to internal organ damage as well as extreme body disfigurations. These disfigurations are 
both mentally and physically crippling on an individual level, and socially and economically 
damaging on a broader scale. Lymphatic Filariasis affects an estimated 120 million people in 
low-income countries worldwide, two-thirds of whom are in Southeast Asia and one-third of 
whom are in Africa1.  
 
The Carter Center is a charitable organization that works in partnership with Emory University 
on initiatives related to peace and global health. The Center’s Lymphatic Filariasis Elimination 
Program targets the eradication of LF by (1) mass drug administration (MDA) of two 
medications that kill the relevant parasites, and (2) provision of mosquito nets to pregnant 
women and children who cannot take the drugs2. 
 
Cost-Effectiveness 
Mass drug administration in the developing world can be fairly inexpensive, as the bulk of the 
cost is simply manufacturing and delivering the medicine. A 2007 study found that MDA 
targeting LF costs $4-8 per Quality Adjusted Life Year (QALY – cost per QALY can be thought 
of as the cost to provide one additional year of healthy life to a person)3. This number compares 
favorably to the majority of public health initiatives; the estimated baseline cost per QALY in the 
developing world is $1004. While these numbers are perhaps outdated and sensitive to key 
assumptions, studies do suggest that MDA targeted towards Lymphatic Filariasis is one of the 
more cost-effective ways to spend money on public health.  
 
Evidence 
LF is no longer a problem in high-income countries, and it is well accepted that the disease can 
be eradicated in all countries by stopping the transmission of the disease. Countries such as 
China have undergone successful eradication campaigns in recent decades.   
 
Charity “Fit” 
The Carter Center is in the best position to lead this initiative due to its strong partnership with 
Emory University, its relationships with governmental organizations worldwide, and its proven 
track record in certain countries. For example, it worked with the Nigeria Ministry of Health 
from 2000-2011 to successfully stop the transmission of Lymphatic Filariasis in two states in 
Nigeria.  
 
Capacity/Need for Further Funding 
Further research is needed in order to determine the extent to which additional funding would 
allow The Carter Center to increase its speed and/or effectiveness in this initiative. In addition, 
most research on the prevalence of LF is outdated, but it is unclear whether this is because the 
scale of the problem has diminished significantly or because the research community has simply 
shifted focus to more popular areas.    
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